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Qumd, 27. 


OR, 


Amufements for INGENIOUS, 


_ To which are added the moft 
Material Occurrences Foreign and Domeftick, 


From June 24th. to Ciiednefdap June 2gth. 1709. 


OW ado you reconcile the Curfe in the 
rogth Plalm, wit” our Saviour's Come 
mands of praying ‘or our Enemies, &e. 
And alfo in the 138ch Plalm, the Pfai- 


mift fars, will praife thee in the prefence of the 


gods, #5 not that allowing more Gods than one ? | 
a. AS Doeg (of whom we read in 1 Sam, 22. ) 
is the Principal Subje of thele feeming Inprecaci- 
ons, fo the Pfaim, indicted by a Prophetrical Sp-rit, 
under the Appearance of an Addrefs 10 Goa (a 
mode of Speech not uncommon in the Propheucal 
Writings ) Foretells the Judgments, that fliou'd bee 
fal fo Detefiable a Perfon, And {uch a Prediction 
of Future Judgments no ways Derogates from the 
Doctrine of our Saviour. | | 

Some are of opinion, that all fuch Paffages in the 
Pfalms are intended only (an tdeom very ulual 


with the Hebrews ) to Denote the Judgments, that 


are juftty due to the feveral Demerits of the Perlons 
fpecified. Either of the two Opinions fuficiently 
mollify the feeming Harfhneis ot tuch like Paffages. 
As to your Second Queftion, Magiftrates and 
Judges in the language of the Scripuures are Stiled 
Gods, as we have obferv'd in a former Paper. And 
ot this we have a Clear intimarion in Exod, 22.2%. 


nut Revile the G.ds, nor curfe the Ruler of 


thy people. | | 

Gentlemen, You have lately return'd me a very 
pertinent Anfwer to a dubious Queftion, for which in 
all gratitude 1 am bound to return you my Unf crgned 
Thanks. In fine then, ix no wife difirufting your Suff- 
ciency, if your Ail be bute good, I beg the favor of sou, 
to reconcile thefe tico plices of Scripture, which at fir/t 
fight feem to bear a manifeft Contradittion each tothe 
other, They are ehefe, In 1 Cor. 7. yeu may read, 
It is good fora Man norto touch aWoman. Intie 
2d Chap of Genefis Ver, 16. It is not good that the 
Man thon’d be Alone. If therejove you wail fatisfy 
mein this Query, you wi!l add one m-re Obligation to 
Lofe with which you bave already bound, Your Humble 
Admii er , 

A. The following Confiderations, we prefume, 
wil Reconcile the feeming Contrariety between the 
Paflages, 

t. [he former Sentence was pronounc’d, when 
4dam was the only Perfon in the World, had no 


Fellow-creature to bear him Company, and there. 
fore was utterly depriv'd of all the Comforts and 
Advantages of Society. The Latter was deliver'd, 
when They, that wou'd comply therewith,might en- 
joy the Benefit of Agreeable Converfation, without 
the encumbrance, the Avocation of a Family. 

2. The Latter Sentence was deliverd in Perilous 
times, in times of Perfecution, in the days of Bla/- 
phemy and R:buke, when every Chriftian Convert 
woud have enough todo to Provide for his own 
Safery ; when the Welfare, the Security of his Fa- 
mily, if a Married Man, might Powerfally Tempt 
him to Renounce his Religion, and turn Apoftate 
from the Faith, which was {o lately deliver'd to the 
Saints. 

3. One of the reafons, why it was nor Good for 
Adam to be Alone, wasethis ; namely, becaufe 


without an Help Meet for him he nei have. 


Propagated his Kind, cou’d not have ccmplicd with 
the intention of that Commaid, which, tho’ afrer- 
wards given to Nozh and his Sons, was yer as Ne- 


-ceflary to Him, Encreaje and Muitip'y. when 


St. Fau! deiverd the forememion’d words. there 
was no fuch neceffity of Propagation. And the A- 
poftie alio might Prophetically Know, that fo tew 
woud comply with that Hard Sayings asthat ic wou'd 
be no. ways Prejudicial to the neceflary continuance 
of Human Kind. } 

4. The former Sentence, tho’ {poken of Adamin 
particular, may yetrefer to Mankind in general, 
Whereas we may gather from what our Saviour fays, 
that thole words ot St. Pau/ muft be Neceffarily re- 
ftraind to fuch only, as are blefs’d with the Gift of 
Continence. And from the fame paflage of our Sa- 
viours we may plainly gather, that fuch are bur Few 
in Compariton with others. And {ure a Few Ex- 
ceptions Can never be allow’d to Derogate from the 
nature of a General Rule. 

5. Lhe Former words bear a natural relation to 
the Temporal Happinefs of Human Life ; the Lat- 
ter may as Naturally refer to the more Refin'dand 
Elevated Degrees of Piety. And therefore, when 
St. Paul fays, it is not Good for a Man to touch a Woe 
man, he may mean no more, than it is not fo good 
( with regard to the Degrees of Piety) 
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roenter upon a Married- Scare, as it is for the Kinig- 
dom of Heaven's Sake (to.ufe our Saviour’s Expretia- 
on onthe like occafion ) to Abftain from ail Em- 
braces of a Woman. 

Q. hether any Nation in the World were more 
Inviolable Prefervers of she Publick Faith than the An 
Romans? 

A. The Ancient Remain ftand in the very Front 
of the Records of Fame for their nee eld abe 
fe-vance of the Publick Faith, Burt as fuck an Ob- 
fe-vancefecm’d Natural totheir Souls, fo (the 
Second King of Rome ) endeavourd to Pery 
among the Romans {o Honourable a Prine: pe, Dy 
Erecting fo Glorious a Saucture upanthe Founda 
on of Religion, by Building a Temple to Publick 
Faith, and Appropriating Peculiar Homage ro the 
Goda as St Auftin erves, the Roman 


that they Jeftros a Rival 
rhage, who was fo Infamoufly Known for her Cae 


ftomar y Violation of the Publick Fa:.h, as to be. 


come a Proverb. 
Q. fort of Gard- nS were thofe call ‘d ly 
Rom. ans, Horrrs Perfiles 
ey were Gardens carrried upon Wheess 
fica place ta another, according to the naure 
ot the Weather They were Piamed with 
trees. Vines, Cucumbers and Melons. They were 
Defended. as Martial acquaints us, from the Incie. 
mency cf the with Glafs-Coveris. 
Qo ts the reafon, that the Moon apperrs 171 
di! fere ut Formiry as a Full Afoon, an Half Mon, &c. 
Tote. ception of rhe Earth ts the real in of 
rho jie difiereat Phatcs, or Appearances of the Moon. 
Siace She is an Opake Body and receives her Light 


frourthe Sun, tc follows, that chat part of her, 


reeen wht! cliand che the Earth Inrervenes, can- 
not be Hiuminaied, and confequently becomes 
confpicuous us. Whence She appears under the 


form of thar part ot her, which by reaion of no In- 


terceprion remains Illuminated. As therefore ac: 
cording to her dierent Voficon, Different Pars of 
her receive the Light of the Sun, fo confeauenry at 
Ditteren Times sac muft appear under Difference 
Borns. 
4. itis derivd from the Latin word. Hoye and 


Sam Ovizinal, or deriv from 


chat again probabiy from Horus, Son of I/it, King 
of and agreat Vhilofopher. is reported 
10 hoe the Year into Seatans, Days 


and Fleas, Tous, True, migh> give occafion to 

‘ye Saperttition of the Egyptians, who paid their A- 

to the Sun inthe Name of Horus. Nay, 

rho’ tt be enurely Fabulous, the Repatcd of 
oe Record or Tradition might do the {ame. 

(). Gentlemen of the Apollo, Ihave had a Prone 

a fiom for fome time paft to be though: a Poet, but 

ound any (elf uncapable of gaining that Divine Ap- 
| — by writing, and fo def{pair d of ever attatire 
ig that Title, till reading Numb. 24, a happy Ex- 
prepion of yours reviud my gifping hopes: For, if an 
be memorable for unheard of Victories he 
you, Gentlemen, mi gl t (and 1 fhould e- 
miedg my felf infinite blized to your Learn. 
ca Secacty) proclaim me a Cel: brated Poet for the Un- 

cad Poems I have writ. “Tis in your power, Gentle- 
orn, to attack indiffolubly to your Intercfts. Your Hum- 
hie Servant Claudius. 

4, A Slender Converfation in Books wou’d have 
aC our Unbeard of Critick,that as words are 
a burary things,& not only arevery trequently taken 
in aSenie not accurate!y agreeable ro, but fometimes 
diametrically oppolire to their Derivation,fo the Ex- 
prediion, on waich he fo wittily plays the Momus, 


by conmon fignities either fomething never 
heard of in the World betore. o + fomeching, that 
can be Parallel'd but by very ey Inftances "of the 
Kind. thus Tac 


fupp safe, tha 
Latin Toncue, win is fo great a & 
Own. Whatever [ttorts he may make in the Are 
of Poetry, ver, if we may jute of his Skill thar 
way by bis Skillin Philology, we mut advilfe him 
cy content huntelf to continue aa Unheard of Poet, 
in Own Sente of Phrafe.: 

Q. Contlemen, Tam in a fircight between to 
Rocks, boing willing to Shipwrack my upon one,bur 
cannst teil lich, apps to mene 
tor than the fame d Apolo for an A jwer Ine 

Iam charme with the Beauti soot a, Ma in 
Compleat an every Degree, and cine. blo in evry Pav 


She as a Poanix inomy Foes and the Miftrefe ell amy 
a Pa L bus $he am of Mest, aad 


Wwili not be but reyecis me, 
Now, there is ancther vs y to mp 


Chaonirs Phanix, and Sho pre rhe 


arn: but I cannct Live ber, tic caving 


ali my Thoughts. Pr. bem ail 


3 


Sui river and Humble 


A, We advite you to acces Lady, who 
dicovers her Attections for you. bur by thar means, 
she will be contented, as wu! other 
Lady, by a from your Ungrateful Iinporre- 
miics, And when you thall cenfider, that you thall 
poficis one of wh fe Heart you will be fecure, 
whit you kad no Elopes of reconciung the other 
ro your withes, Generofity and Gratitude may prevail 
upon your telf tobe conrented too, But fhou’d you 
proceed in your Attacks on the firit Lady, nor one 
of you is likely to be conrented, Not the Lady, 
fince She will be entirely difappointed of her Defiress 
Not the other,becaute you but affli&t ber with your 
Addretles; Nor felf, tince you have no Grounds 
for Hope, the laft comtore in the wortt Condition 

QO. Pray anfyer tits Quefiton, for thoreon depends 
the Eappinefs or Difquiee of an Ingenious Young 
Lady. Her Husband and gbe, were in all appearance 
a very Healthy Couple, &c. 

A. Vf the Perfon who tent the Let rer will give 
us Direction how to write tohim, we may acquaint 
him wirh lomething may tend to the bighefi Satis 
faction, | 

We refer the Lady ( who lately wrirto us on an 


Affair relating to Maugrige) to the printed Tryal of 
the faid Maugrige. 


Q. A, ha, ha, Apollo, lend me Breath, 
H Ort fhall Laugh my felf to Death, 

The Oddeft Whim.—Ob ! for quick 

Or e/fe I burft Incontinent : 

lt comes——mit will no longer 

Hark at both ends it breaks away ; 

At one of which (howe’er I tell it ) 

By this time certainly you fmell it 

For ’tis a beaftiy ftinking Story, 

Tet much for blinking Cupid’s Glo 


Sint$ 


‘chat Prince of Orators ) very. 


‘anger tO his 
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gince all bis Feats coud ne'er furpafs, 
This fingle Pranl rnd thus it was, 
ym re the Glory of the Plain, 

( But that's all one, you know the Swain ) 
Late in the Park upon a Bench, 

Lying Perdue to catch a Wench ; 

As Rich——n went by the Place, 
Obferving both lis Shape and Face, 

Regue Cupid /urking in his Eyes 

Shot ber as She was paftng by. 


Now, you nauj? know this was a Creature, 


Loft, eer King James the firf?, each Feature, 


Nay, fome fay (ti account to raise ) 
A Gtanny in Queen Bets’s Days. 

Her Chin was cover d ver with Down, 

Her Shin bung like a Moruing-Gown ; 

She Hobbled, if She went alone, 

Through former Sprain of Huch'e-Bone 
Her Moorment was Step, and Fump 


Her Teeth reduc'd to one black Stump. 


Her Breaslunc like two Leathern Pockets, 
Hoy Eyes like Sautts funk in their Sockets : 
Her Breath than Otter was far fironger, 
Hor No/fe two Fingers length or longer, 
Guarded ly Lanthorn Faws, funk in, 
Supported by a Shipton-Chin. | 

The litele Hair was left, all Hoary, 


And thoughout, ong Memento Mort. 


This Rolebud, frefh as Movni 19 Dew, 
( As beiore was telling you) 
Finding the Swain deep in bor Toare, 


Site A and letaF 


An] Billet Deux conver 


} 

But ba, Bark, what comes 
ten provere your L- 
For fince, the Swain as deeply frnictesi, 

All cer in Love, all ver Beft—n, 


Storm’ d furiox fly tre M 

And now 18 coupled with the Sa-c refi, 
Now fay, Apollo, to whofe Eye 

The Female Sex all Naked Lye, 

Tf this coud be a Nit'val Cafe, 


Or if not, Conjuration’tmas ; 


How Love Her with warmeh Inf pire, 
Who had not left one Spark of Fire 

How he coud doat on Mummy Carkafi. 

To us this fesms a very dark Cafe ? 


4. Thou Comical, thou merry Cin 
Who, when fet up, {pinn'ft like a Gig ; 
We know the Swain, the Beldam: Guett, 
And foon fhall make thy Wonder lefs : 
What reafcn have > you ro admire, 
That dry old Touchwood fhou'd take Fire, 
That feeble Years a Prop thou'd feck, 
And from Youth Renovation reap, 


Bar you the Scory have Curtail’d, 

Nr mentioning the Charms prevail'd ; 
For She nor Ugly was, nor Old, 

But ia her Bloom, for She had—GOLD, 


Charm of thar Prodigicus Force, 


“Twill carn ev’a Nature from i's Courle. 


Tis That, which to Attacks alarms, 


Tis That Difguis'd by terms of Charms 
The Reafon why the Lover Cries, 
Bright Di’monds fparkle in her Eyes, 
Her Teeth two Rows of Pearl appear, 
And like the Gelden Ficece her Hair, 


Is ‘caufe his Thoughts, when thete are told, 


Are fix’d on Di’'monds, Pearl, and Gold. 
Nay, fhou'd hump'd Shoulder, peep oer Head, 
A Bag of Gold in th’ other's ftead, 
Reduces her to fuch:fine Shape, 
The Beaux are eager for a Rape. 
Nay, Vertue, Wir, all's Great or Good, 
In that cne Thing, are undesftood, 
A wretched Coxcomb,Nature’s Shame, 
Who lcarce has Senfe to fpell his Name 5 
It he has Gold, He grows a Wz, 
For Glorious, Bright Encomiums fit ; 
Vampd up with Pompous Dedications, 
As worthy of the Rule of Nations. 

A Scoundrel, who the other day, 


fearce tor Garret Lodging pay, 


By lucky Hirs advanc'd to Gold, 
All Strait. forgot, he was of old 5° 
A States man, equipag’d he grows, 
Nor one of former Comrades knows, 
A Cit from cleaning Shoes and Shops, 
Into his Mafter’s Bufinefs Pops, 
Gers Geld by Ancient City Rules, 
For fat’ning Knaves, with Wealth of Fools, 


_ Pats on wife Looks and gravely Plods, 


And aniwers Bows,with haughty Nods. 


Thus She you thought deform’d by Years, 
By Teas, a Cherubin appears; 


Flas ali the Magick to Enflave, 


Tho on” in Truth, a Foo! or Knave. 


hat a Bujtle both Sexes from all Quarters make 


In Baiting Apollo like Bear at a Stake, 


Finpertinent Waimfies they daily propofe, 

dud Banter his Godfhip in Doggrel and Profe. 

Some feeming crofsTexts from theScri ptures are brougke, 
By tlofe who fcarce read them unlefé to find fault 3 
Which Scrupuleus Method’s a fhrewd Indication, 


~The Alc'ran with Them’s in as much Veneration. 


Wirole Penny-Poft Cargoes of difmal Love Stories, 

( The Faifhoods of Strephon, and Filtings of Cloris ) 

Stale Virgin's Complaints, who want Money andBeauty, 

And tremble to think of an Apify'd Duty ; 

With thoufand fuch Trifles, from Noddles of Affes, 

d againft Phebus, bike Bombs and Carcaffes, 
Difturb 
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Difturb bis Repofe, yet his Anfwers do maul 


Thefe magotty Querifts, and Dumbfcund them all; 


What Coxcomb e’er tries it, will certainly know fo, 
I'm fure I've been [wing’d for my fsucine/s 
| | So. So. 


A. We can bear with their Baitings, their Mag- 
( gois and Whimfies, 
( Tho’ the work is little better, than the {weeping of 
( Chimnies ) 

So we Cure al! our Querifts of Vices and Follies, 
And our young whining Sparks of their {quelpings 
( tor Dollies. 

If Maids Antiquated, we lull but to Reft, 

And eafe all the Torments, whick gnaw on their 
( Breaft, 

When fome bur for Vanity, bring a Crofs Text, 
To thew their Wit more, than to fhew them pet- 
(plex'd ; 


Ir pives.us fair Scope, Reconculement to make, 


And the Pious rehev., from the Thoughes of a Rake, 


As for wherher Parfon-preen Hoiden, 
By ftating his Mortification at Croidon, 
Hath wrought his Converfion, or th’ Effects of our 


| ( Function, 
We're pleas'd, fo at laft He is brought.to Com- 
( pundtion. 


In laft Paper, Col. 6. L. 37. for in Aétion, read 
my Action. 


Any may have of our Servants in their Walks, the 


Index to our firft Volume, which contains between 2 


and 3000 Aniwgers to Queftions, or of our Printer ; 
being ufeful to all who fend Queftions, to know what 


have been atfwerd, for of fuch we fhall take no furs 


ther Notice. 


T 11 Letters from Milan June rath advife, that the 


Duke of Savoy being fully fatisfy’d with his Im- 
nerial Majefty’s Anfwer to Count Tarin’s Memorials, 
has refolved not only to feud Commitlioners thither to 
adjuft all matters relating to the Ceflion of the Province 
of Vigevano, but likewife to carry on the War againft 
Lrance with the utmo{t Vigor: and for that End his 

royal Highnefs cautes daily his Troops to File off to- 
wards Dauphine ; thatnotwithitanding, *tisthought the 


Operations of the Campaign will not begin ’till the. 


litter end of this Month, by reaton of the lare Rains, 
which have hindred the March of the Imperial Troops; 


‘Vat Genera} Count Thaun continues there with Or. 


dersto exact Contributions from all the Vaffals of the 
in Italy,and in particular 5cooo Piftoles from 
the Dutchy of Milan; that General Vilcontiisgone to 
Como to tertile the Quarters and Subfiftence of fome 
Troops, that are on their March trom Germany and 


~Swifferland, for the Kingdom ot Naples ; That ’tis 


thought,the Reinforcement defign’d for Catalonia Con- 
{iting of about 2500 Men, 1s by this time Embark’d at 
Final, onboard the Contederate Squadron, command. 
ed by Admiral Whitaker, and ready to Sail. The Advi- 
ces trom the Hague June 28th are, chat the Contederate 
Army in Flanders, according to the moft Authentick 


Accounts, confifts of one hundred thirty two thoufand, 


— fevenhundred and ninety effective Men, to wit, nine. 


ty eight thoufand two hundred and eighty foot, and 


thirty four thoufand five hundred and ten Horfe and 


Dragoons ; that “tis faid che Generals will ule their ut: 
moft endeavours to penetrare into France ; and that 
leaft their fhou’d be a Scarcity of Provifions, a Com. 
munication will be opend with our Army on the Sea- 
fide, by the afliftance of the Contederate Fleetand fome 
Land Forces, and that cheit High Mightinefles have 
upon that account already given the neceflary Directions 
to their Men of War. 

The Letters from Leith June seth advife,that the Ships 
with the Recruiting Officers and Recruits for Holland 
and their Convoy, failet on Friday laf from that Road, 
but the Wind being Contrary they cowd get no further 
than Kirkaldie Bay, tll that Morning, when they were 
joyn'd by the Tranfport Ships and they Ceavoy, who 


have on board Nine Companies ot her Majefty’s Scors 


Foot-Guards, for the Buoy inthe Nore, Which is aj] 
from Yours, 


Allare defir’d to direst their Letrers ( fuperfcrib’d for the 


Britifh Apollo) to be lefr at Mr.Carver’s, at the & Crown in 


St, Paul’s Church-Yard, ac Mr. Bickerton’s, at the Rofe and 


Crown in Little Britain,or at the Printer’s hereof ; either with 


Quettions, Subfcriptions, Or for whole Sets, f which very few 
are left. The entire firft Volumn to Lady-Day comes to 12 5, 
and with the Index 125.64. Bound and Gilt all down the 
Back in Sheeps-skin, 15 In Calves-leather 195. 6a. The 
Book contains 137 Sheets, and Anfwers to above 2000 Quefti- 
ans in moft Arts and Sciences. As alfo tor Books of Guards 
2 5.each to keep them in. Our terms are 25. per Quarter 
without the Monthly, 2 s. 6 a4. with ;and each Suarterly Book 
6d. Thofe who come in within the Quarter, to pay at 
Quarter-Day Id. for each Paper. No Quetftions out ot the 
Country will be anfwer'd, be: «here the Poftage is paid. 

Any who want tingle sheets tomake up their Sects, may 
have them, on dire¢ting as above. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Urkey Coffee at 65.6.1. fer pound, and ad. allow. 

ance to the buyers of two pounds. Jicompara- 
ble Bohee troin 12.5. to 24 Shillings per pound. All 
foris of Green, the Loweft at 125. Chocolate with 
Sugar 2s. 2d. all Nut 35. 64. Brazil, sos. Por- 
tugal, 205. Plain Spanith 35. 6d. the 
Right Quinteflence of Bolice Tea Chymically Prepar’d, 
and well impregnated with it’s VolatileSalts and Spirit, 
far exceeding in ftrength any yet made publick, being 
an Excellent Reftorative to ConfumptivePeople ; allo 
gives great Eale inNephritick Cafes. Note, that 25 
drops in a Difh of Coffee, Tea, or Chocolate, is Pub. 
lickly known to give Eafe in the moft violent Pains of 
the Head ; Pricetwo Shillings a Bottle with the Per- 
lons Coat of Arms that fells them. Alfo the Imperial 
Apoplectick Snuff, and choice Barcelona,with German 


‘Spaw Waters. Sold only at theStar in Beford.Court 


near Covent-Garden. 


‘Icentia Poetica difcufsd: Or, the True Teft of Poe- 
try. Without whichit isImpoflibleto Fudge of, 
or Compefe, A Correct Englifh Poems To which are 
added, Critical Obfervations on the Principal, Ancient 
and Modern Poets, viz. Homer, Horace, Lirgil, Milton, 
Waller, Cowley, Dryden, &c. as trequently lable to Juft 
Cenlure. With fome Remarksalio my Duke of 
Marlborougi’s and Maj. Gen. Stanbope’s Letters Commen- 
datory ot the Ear] of Peterborow’s Velor and Couduct in 
Spain,as the occafional Ground for an Excellent Epic. 
Poem. London; Printed tor Wiliam Carter, at the Rofe 
and Crown in St. Paul's Churchyard, 1709. 


Printed for the Authors, by 9. Mayo, at the Printing-Pre/s, againft W'ater-Lane 
in Kleet-ffreet. Where Advertifements are Taken in. 
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Vol. I. 


THE 


BRITISH 


Numb. 2. 


Being the Supernumerary Paper for the Month of Jase, in which are Inferted thofe 
Queflions and Anfwers, for which we had not Room before. 


Q. W Hether 28 our Adtions were fo Preordain’d 
by God from all Eternity. as that, whe- 
ther we be Saints or Sinners, it was not 
in our Power to have been otherwile. 

A. Several Queftions of this nature having come to 
ourhands, we propofe by our Solution of this to give an 
Antwer to them all. | 

Such a Prxordination, as is Pretended, with regard to 
Moral Actions, is plainly liable to the fubfequent Ob- 


jections. 
pe mT God has Irreverfibly Pr@ordain’d our Sinful 


 A@ions, he is Confequently and Neceflarily the Author 


of Sin. He isthe Principal, the Efficient Caute, while 
We only Secondary, Inftrumental Caules, But is This 
Compatible to that Spotlefs Being, who fut no truft in his 
Servants and Charg'd his Angels with Folly? 1s Vhis any 


wavs Agreable to dim, whois of Purer eyes than to Behold 


niguity ? Is This Agreable to Him, to whom the Pfalmift 
makes this fuitable Addrets ; Thou art the God, that baft no 
pleafure in Wickednefs. neither fall any Evil Dwell with 
thee. Such as be Foulifh, fhalt not ftand in thy fight ; for 
thon Hate/t all them, that Work Vanity ? Can God be the 
Author of That, to which he has to Implacable an Ae 
verfion ? Of That, which his Soul Abhorreth 2 Accord- 


ingto this Hypothefis We fhou’d be lefs Guilty than He, 


that Made us. But fhall Mortal Man be more Pure than God? 
Shall 2 Man be more Pure than bis Maker? Far theretore 
be it from usto Conceive fuch a thought as this ; let God 
be True, and every Mana Lyar. | 

2. If our Sinful Actions were thusIrreverfibly Preor- 
dain’d, there con’d be no fuch thing as Demerit in Sin: 
Murder and Adultery coud be no otherwife Faulty than 
either the Deicent of a Falling Stone, or the Afcent of 
Rifing Smoke, fince, on either fide the Neceflity of Na- 
ture cou’d be Equally alledg’d. And thus our Actions 
wou'd Ceafe to be Moral, and cou’d be no otherwife re- 
garded than as entirely Natural. Thus we might be al- 
low’dto fay, Man is Bornto Sin, as well as Trouble, as the 


Sperks fly Hpward. He is under thefame Natura] Necefflity. 


of Sinning. as are the Sparks of Afcending into the Air. 
3. As upon this Hypothefis there can be no fuch thing 


aS Demerit in Sin, fo neither can Punifiment be Conte- 


quent thereunto, fince Punifhment is Due to nothing but 
Demerit. And therefore a Man might as rationally be. 
Punifh'd for Falling to the Ground, when thrown from 
the Top ofan Houte, as tor committing the moft Enor- 
mous Crime, fince the Prevention of either wou'd be E- 
qually without his Power 3 fince either Action wou'd be 
Equally Natural, Equally Neceflary. How then does this 
Hypothefis agree with an Univerfal Audit, a General Re- 
tribution, .a great day of Accounts ? How does it agree 


With the Never Dying Worm, with Eternal Torments, 


With Everlafting Burnings ? And yet who can Accute 
of Injuftice > Who is not ready to cry out ia the 
Prophet’s words, Righteous art thox, O Lord, when I Plead 
With thee > 
4. If all our Aétions were . Przordain’d by God, and 
we cou'd not have Poflibly aéted otherwife than we have, 
Heaven cou’d never have been propos’d under the Notion 
ofa Recompence or Reward. For the nature of a Re. 
Compence or Reward naturally Prefuppofes a Liberty of 
Acting, a Liberty of either Chufing or Forbearing. How 
then does fich a Doétrin as this accord with that Pafiage 
in the Pfalmift, Verily there is a Reward for the Righteous. 
low does it accord with that Paffage in the Hebrews ; 
fit had unto the Recompence of Reward. | 
From the Premites it follows, that upon this fuppo- 
fal Chrift made an Unneceffary Oblation ofhimlelf, to no 
Purpole made his Soul an offering for Sin, fince what occa- 
hon cou'd there be to Ward ont that Punifhment, which 
Was 10 ways due, where there was no Demerit ? But fhall 
Wwe fay, that the Son of God Condeicended to be made 
and Dwwelt among us, to become Obzdiznt unto Dea:”, 


y/ 


even the Death of the Crofs ? Shall we fay, that fo Auguft 
a Perfonage complied with fo Wonderful, fo Unexpected 
a Condetcenfion, with no Wife Delign, tono manner of 
Purpote ? God Forbid. 

6. From the Doétrin {pecified it follows, that this Pre. 
fent Life is not what it is generally reputed, a State of 


Probation, a State of Tryal.. For how can God be faid 


to Prove and Try us, whether we fhall do Well or Ui, 
when which we fhall do, ts Irreverfibly Preordain’d by 


Him ¢ And yet as the whole Tenor of the Scriptures re- 


prefent this Tranfitory Scene as a Probationary State, fo 
God 1n feveral Paffages is Exprefly aflerted to Prove his 
People, and particularly in Fudg. 2. 22. That thro’ Them 
( the Nations, that were not Driven out by Fofhua) I 
may prove Ifrael, whether they will Keep the way of the Lord, 
to walk therein, as their fathers did Keep it, or not. 

7. Such a Preordination, as is Maineain’d by fome, ts 
of dangerous confequence, in that, if admitted, it will 
render us Negligent and Carelefs in Religion, will Untor- 
fortunately Prevent our Induftrious Application to either 
the Knowledg or Praétice of our Duty. For what need 
of Labouring to Attain to that, which we cannot do 
otherwife than Neceffarily Attain to, if Pofitively De 
creed, we fhall. And if the Negative be Decreed, we 
fhall but Beat she Air, and engage in a Fruitlefs, ina Vain 


-Purfuit. And yet we are Commanded to give Diligence 


to make our Calling and Election fure. Commanded to be 


Stedfaft, Unmoveable, always abounding in the work of. the 


Lord, forafmuch as we know, that our Labor Pal inVain in 
the Lord. 

8. It is faid of Mofes, that he Chofe rather to fuffer Af- 
flittion with she people of God, than enjoy the Pleafures of Sin 
for a Seafon. And furely a Choice is a Voluntary thing, 
and therefore Inconfiftent with the Doétrin fpeci : 

9. Our Maker in his Reveal’d Will treats no otherwife 
with Us his Creatures than as Free Agents, He deals with 
Us inthe fame manner as We do with our Fellow-Crea- 
tures, whom we fuppofe Capable of Chufing or Refute. 
ing. He Warns, he. Admonifhes, he Perfuades, he En 
treats, he Allures, he Threatens, he Promifes, But all 
thefe wou’d be Vain, won’d be Fruitlefs things to thofe, 
who are under the AbfoJute Neceility of an Irreverfible 
Decree. Shou'd we not be accounted Madmen, if we 
endeavour d by the Allurement of a Promife to Encouraze 
any one to engage in an Impracticable Enterprize, to take 


-aJourney to the Moon, and Inform A‘tronomers, whe- 


ther 1t be Inhabited, orno ? And asfor the Cruelty of fo 
Infulting, as well as Fruiclefs Method, we have largely 
difcufs’d it ina Former Paper. 

19. In Ezek. 18. 32. God is pleasdto giveus an Af 
furance, that he Delights Not in the Punifhment of Wick- 
ed Men. Ihave no Pleafure in the Death of Him, that Dieth, 
faith the Lord Gods: But with what manner of Propriety 
can God be {aid to have no Pleafure in that, which pro- 
cedes entirely trom Himfelf, as a Neceflary Caufe, as an 
Indexible, an Unrelenting Agent ? And as that aflertion 
palpably undermines the Dodélrine we're upon, fo alfo 
does the Conclufion deduced from thence; wherefore Turn 
yo your felvesy and Live ye. Where itis very Plain and 
Obvious, that God addiefics himfelf to the Houle of If 
riel, as to Free Agents, a5 to Menat Liberty to Comply 
with his Affiiting Grace. 

it. From Hof. 13. 19. we Exprefly learn, that our 
Deltruction, our Undoing is from our felves; and there- 
tore, if we Charge God with the Evil of our ways, we 
Charge tim Fuolifbly, O Uracl, thoubaft Deftrayd thy (elf. 

iz. Phe lame Leffon we as Clearly lesrn from thole 
Computlionate Expreffions of our Lord’s, in Mat 23. 37. 
O ‘ferufalem, Ferufalem, thou, that Killeft the Prorbets, and 
Stone Them, that are Seat unto Thee bow often wou'd I have 
Gatber'd thy Children together, even as a Hen gathereth her 
Coichens under bor Wings, and Te wou'd not. Where the 
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Tender Jefus Charges the Tnadeliry of the Jews, not ups 
on any Abfolute Decree, but upon their Own Perverle- 
nefs. He was Willing, he was Defirous, nay, he was 
Paffionately fo (tor he Wept over that Ungrateful Peo- 
ple ) that they wou'd Accept the Overtures of Peace,tne 
Tenders of Salvation; which is furely Incompatible to an: 
13, We woud advife you to Perufe the Parable of the 
Fig-tree, i1 Luke'13. 6. and following Verles, and you 
cannot Chufe but Draw a very Natural Conclufion. 

14. As God has made us Free Agents, has endow’d us 
witha Liberty of A‘ting, fo hedeals with us as fuch in the 
Ditpentations of his Providence. He fometimes Affli¢ts 
us with Misfortunes, that the Severity of his Treatment 
may Prevail upon us to Amend our ways; and thus zn 
the mid&t of Fudzmenthe Remembers Mercy. At other tines 
he forbears to Punifh us, he Reftrains his Avenging hand, 
that his may Leatus to Repentance. In thistheie- 
fore he Jays. no orher Gonftraint upoa us, than as his 
Love Conftraineth use | 


Bue tho’ God has endow’d us with a Liberty of Act- 


ing, yet we mutt confider, that this Liberty has been 


wonderfully Impaird from the Fall of A.fam, fiuce we are 
not able to do any thing, as of our felves, burall our 
ency is of God. But yet we are at Liberty, either to Com- 
ply, or Retuie to Comply with the Grace of Ger, Ei 
ther to Co-operate or Refute to Co-operate wita his 
Divine Affiftance. 
Tho’ the Prxordination treated of above be Inconifent 
with the Trinciples of either Reafon or Religion, yer 1 
is Undoubtedly True, that God has from all Eternity 
Preordain’d our Everlafting State. Burt then this Pre- 
ordination is founded on Foreknowledg, in that God 
from all Eternity Foreknew the nature of our Actions, 
whether they woud be Good, or whether they wou'd be 
Evil. | 

Q. Can we Conceive God’s Omniprefence without annexing 
Extenfion to our Conception. 


A. Extenfion is the Property of Body, and therefore. 


the Definition ot Extenfion is, according to Logictans; 
Babere Partes Extra Parties, Whereas Godis an Immate- 
rial Subftance, and therefore declar’d in the firlt Article 
our he Without Body, Parts, or Paffions. 
Our Idea of God's Omniprefence is doubly Negative. 
The Immatceriality of his Omniprefenc Subftance excites 


within us a Negative Idea. The Chief, chat we can ay 


of it is, that it is mot Matter, that it is not Extended, 
‘hat itis not Configurated, gc. and asto the Omnipre- 
rence of his Subltance, it includes the Neceflary Notion 
of Infinity. ._But we can frame to other Idea of Inini- 
cy than from Subtraction ony. And what is chis but a 
Negative Idea. | 
Tt is fufficient there!ore, that weare able to Conceive, 
thar the Subftance of God muft be Neceffartly Omnipre- 
fent, tho’ Unable to conceive the Mouus, How. If 
_ therefore We demur to God's Omnipretence, becaule not 
capable of Conceiving it without Extention, for the fame 


reaion we fhou'd deinus to the Exiftence of Infinite Space, 


fince we have as Imperfect an [dea of the one as of the 
other. Yet ne one can pofiibly conceive a Boundary to 
Spacee And yet, if we mutt demur to that, which we 
cannot pofibly conceive (we mean, as to the manner 
of it’§ Exiltence ) it follows, that we muft demur tothe 
Finitenels of Space. Whence we are reduc’d to this ab- 
—turdicy, namely, of Demurring to both the Finiteneds 
and Infinity of Space; whereas Space muft Neceflarily be 
either Finite or [nhnite, 

But you need not have recur'd tothe Omniprefence of 
God, fince we are not capable of conceiving, how any 
Finite Immaterial Subiance ( {uch as the Soul of Man 
cr the Subfance of an Angel ) occupies any room,wirh- 
anas.igg the Idea of But we hope, we 
Gave huihaently provd trom Finite and Infinite Space, 
that our not bem able to conceive the manner, how 
niv thing exifts, is no Argument againft the actual ex- 
fence of If, 

CY Pray give me jour Opinion whether there is any fuch 
hing an native the Stone. bether Mr Boyle 


found If 
A. The cf Metals confifts in the Diffe- 
Conrextuie of thetr Minute Particlese And there- 


tore What as Vulgarly call’d, rhe Stone, is 
(ech Prevarationor Method, as con fo change the Con- 
eonture of Interior Metaiss aud at the dame with 
‘hat Gold 


1¢ cOud be Demoniirated or Katronauy prov d thar 


there can beno fuch Preparation or Method in Naturewe. 


cannot relonably fuppofes that fo many ingenious Men 
wou'd have expended fuch large Portiois of béth their 


Time and Money upon Narural Impoffibilitics. Ang 


fince no one ts acquainted with all the Operations of 


cure, how can we pretend to fay, there can be no fuch 
Operation in Nature, as 1s capable of Transtormip 


Metals, unlels we cow’d prove it Inclufive ot'a Contra. 


diction. But this is what one will attempt to prove. 
Nay, fince Methods have been already invented of change. 
ing the Contexture of other Metals into a near refem. 
blance to the Contexture of Gold, who can affirm, that 
luch Methods are not capable of being fo Improv, as 
entirely to produce the deiir’d eect. 

And yet itis imprudent to the very laft degree, to 
engage in fo uncertain a defiga, upon the fubiequene ac 

1. As we cannot fay, that fuch a Transformation of 
Metals 1s Impoflible, fo Neither can we be affur’d, that 
Nature is Capable of fuch an Gperation. And therefore 
lure it can never be Difcreet to venture fo muck both of 
our Time and Money upon what, for ought we know, 
may be Abfolutely Impoitble. 


2. Tho’ it fhou'd be Poflible in Nature, yet as no one 


has yet attain’d to it, fo it is extremely Uncertain ang 


A 


Precarious, whether ever any one will be more fuccefs. 


ful than his Predecefiors in that mitherto Fruitlets Study, 


3- AS many Perions, more Ingenious than Wiie, have 
reducd themtelves co Penury and Want by engaging in 
the Project, fo others act the Ditcreeter part, 
woud they be initruéted by that common Sentence: 
Falix; quem. faciunt Aliena Pertcula Cautum. Happy the 
Main, wro takes Warning fron the Danzer of another. . 

4. As the Invention of tucha Method not be 
Uetul, but Deftructive ro the World, fince productive 
of a train of Pernicious Contequences, fo we have yea. 
fon to believe, that, tho the thing fhou’d be Podible in 
Nature, yet, Providence will Prevent the Succe{s ot fo 
Prejudical a Defign, and Write, Labor in Vain, on fo 
Dangerous an attempt. 

5 iho’ tome one Eereafter fhou’d Really find outa 


“Method, yet whoever engages inthe Search, whae mighty 


Odds againit him, whether He fhall Happen to prove 
that Suceetstul Perfon, | 

Q. Gentlemen, Iam a young Man, and one of blind For. 
tunes chief Favorites as to Riches, and intend not as yet 
( but in fome few Years) to alter my prefent Condarion fo 
fame peculiar Reafons. can and have had variety of very 
great Proffers, but wil! accept of none, though they be mor 
than I deferve ; the reafon zs this, becaufe I have plac'd m) 
Affections on a Perfon, whom I fecretly adore ( if 1 may (o 
ufe the Phrafe toa Mortal) aishough fhe fulpects nothing of 
it, but on the contrary recommends one of her particular Ac 
quaintance to me, thatis a great Fortune ; fhe is elder. than 
my felf, but to ballance that, fhe is both witty. &cc.. vey 
prudent, though no great Bortune. bumbly entreat 
you to favor me with your Sentiments hereon, and in doing 
which you will oblige one who languifbes tit you have ree 
A, Since You have Plenty your felf, we think it will 
be not only Gen’rous in you ro accept of a Fortune 
with a Lady beneath your own, but alfo Prudent in 
Preferring Wit and Ditcretion to a few Years Difparity, 
elpecially, if your Affections are {otar engag’d, that you 
cannot with fatistaction decline them. But it are 
not, and you can meet with a Lady of Equal Wit and 
Dilcretion with her, and alfo of fuitable Years, ic wi! 
promile more Happinels ; But this is likewile to be 
confider'd, that fome are ten years Younger than others 
of the fame Age, which will be no Paradox, whea we 
oblerve that fome hold their Prime ten, nay, fitteea 
Years longer than others, As.to the Lady’s preferrin? 
another to You, that may be (trom a Surmite fy 
inay have of your Inclinations towards her) to put 
You upon Conteffion. 

Q. Gentlemen, We ave both Equally in Love with on 
Gentleman, who carries himfelf fairly to us both, bus fem 
to take no motice of our Sufferirgs. We beg Apollo m 
gtve us his Advice, how we may both live and be bitty 
and you will oblige your Admirers, Flavia and Mariana 

A, You cannot both expec reciprocal Returns of At 
fection, fince two Hearts is Odds againit one divided 
Therefore e’en caft Lots which fhall renounce ail Pre 
tenlions, and perhaps when the Gentleman tees the Co 
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Clear to one, he may make thofe Addreffes, which Ge- 
nerofity prevented octore, becaule they could not give 
fatisfaction to Both and fice Both cannot Live and be 
Happy, better One Neither: Nay, fuch whimfical 
Circumftances lometimes happen, that poffibly fhe that 
mifles him may be the moft Happy 5 therefore, let her 
not Defpair, fince after the Die of Matrimony 1s caft, 
has {till a Chance for 1¢. 
Gentlemen, T defire your. good Counfel, whether it as 
belt to marry a Wife wit no Money, but a great deal of 
wit, very little Beautiful, but very Induftrious; or a Woman 
witha great Fortune and a great deal of Beauty, bur almoft 
childify. Yours, W. Ov 

A. since the Gratification of the Mind 1s far prefer. 
rible to that of the Senfes, by confequence Wit and In- 
duftry a erible to Beauty and Riches, Befides, Ine 
duftry is not only an Equivalent toa Fortune, but often, 
through Prudent Management, the lame thing. But 
Folly is fo far from reaping an Advantage from Wealth 
and Beauty, that they only ferve to render’it more 
Confpicuous. | | 


Q, To vou blejt Guardians of Britannia’s Plains, 
You faithful Guides of all the Nymphs and Swains, 


You kind Protectors of the injur'd Far, 


To you my dear Alyium I repair, 

Attack'd by Tenorance and Envy, 

For fuccour to your Sacred Alzars fly. 

Of late, upon Rural Holyeday, 

I went to fee the Nymphs and play. 
They beg’d I Minerva reprejent, 

In whom, did the Swains content ; 
Who ont Throne of Mofs, Metota plac 

And with a Laure]-Crown my Temples zrac'd. 
Some praisd my Form, and fome my seul admir'd, 
Some vow Iwas peculiarly Inipir'd ; 

While all the Shevherds with united Tonge, 
(Permit my Elufbes) my Fncomtms Sung. 


who to Vanity was never inclin d, 


Nor fed with airy Praife my graver Mind, 

To Learned Thirfis ftrart the Crown refien d. 
Shepherd, faid I, accett your Wildom’s Meed, 

This Crown's too pondrcus for a Female tlead, 

As this, what joiteful Marmurs bug’d around, 
What Cen no Female, but her felf be found ? 

How Learniug do’s the haughty Nymph e!ate! 
Heav'n, how fhe looks | With whit an Air of Stars! 
The love of Books, a Study, and a Pen, 

Are what indeed beceming looks in Men : 

But thus to bear 2 Woman (pend her time, 

"Tis like the noile of Bells, that backward Chim. 
The awkward Sound Averfion do's infule, 
Thus they my Maker s Wildom do accule. 

He gave the Soul that did my Clay infors, 

‘Gainft me, ye Fair, fard I, in vain ye storm. 
Spontanecufly I act, nor can controul, 


The powerful Propenfions of Souls 


If Sooty Flames, eer in my Bolom reign’ d +. | | 
if eer my Life with Turpid Act was fain'd, 
If eer Thad declin'd Domeftick Care; 

Or fhun’'d the Converfation of the Fair, 

Then had my Conduct merited your Scorn, 

And IT in Shades, deferv’d to lye Forlorn. 

But fince by Righteous Laws my Steps I guide, 
Let Great APOL!.O, Nymphs the Caufe decide, 
Agreed they (aid, well by bis Doom abide, 

Speak then, Impartial God, in you I Trujt, 

wait your Sentence, for Lknow you Jult. 


Tours entirely, MELOSA. 


A. lf fair Melofa ne’er a Nymph cou’d find, 

To Rival the Kricht Reauties of her Mind. 
And few canboat fich Numbers, 
A fowing Genius few like Hers Poflefs ) 

Thout Violence to Modey, the might 
Have ftill retain'd the Laurel, as her Right: 
Tho’ Thirfis were the Gayeft on the Plain, 
Why fhowd you make a Goddels ot a Swain, 


Why thus decline yourServeignRight to Reign. 


is the trite Meaning of the Word Philefo- 
her 


A. The word Philulopber, according to it’s Etymolo- 
4 lignines a Lover of Wildom. Pythagoras was the 
Author of the Tisle. Lor. whereas before His time all 


Learned Men, that made Curious Searches into the Na- 
ture of things, or the Morality of Human Aétions, 
were Stild Wile Men, He Modeftly Declin’d fo Pom. 
pous a Title, and {td himfelf a Lover of Wildom. 
Q. Since September, October, November, December, 


fignity, according to weir Latin Original, the Seventh Eigh:h, 


Ninth and Tenth Months in the Year, why are they fo calld, 
when they are the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh and Twelf 


‘Months. 


A, They were at firft fo Denominated, becaufe the Old 
Roman Calender, Infticuted by Romulus ( the Founder 
of Rome ) Coniifted but ot Ten Months. Thence, after 
the Addition of Two other Months at the Reformation 
of the Calender, they continued under the {fame Deno- 
mination ; as it is a Cuftomary Ulage to Retain the 
Ancient Names of things, even after the Reafon of thofe 
Names ceates. 

Q. Who was the firft Sculptor in the Heathen World ? 

A. Some maintain, that Dub:tadus, a Potter ot Sicjo- - 
ne, wasthe firft Sculptor. But others contend, that I 
deocus and Theodorus, long before Dubitadus, Invented 
Sculpture in the Ifle of Samos. They alfo add, that De. 
maratus, Father to Tarquinius Prifcus, brought Eucirapas 
and Eutigrarinus, admirable Sculptors, into Tufcany, 

QO, In Mark 6. 9. we read; and he asked him, what 
is thy, Name? And he anfwered, faying, my Name is 
Lesion, for We are Many. What is a Legion >? 

A. A Legion was a Body of Soldiers in the Roman 

Army. A Lesion was Divided tnto ten Cohorts, a Co- 


hort into three Companies, a Company into two Cen- 


turies Whence a Legion Confifted of Six Thoufand 
Men. 
Q. St. Steplien mm Acts 7. 45. {peaking of the Taber. 
macle, fays ; which allo our Fathers, that care atter, 
brought in with Jefus into the Poffeffion -of the Gen. 
tiles, What Felus does hé Mean, 
A, He means Fofbua. Yor Fofhua and Fefus, the for- 
mer in Hebrew, the Jatter in Greek, fignity the fame: 
namely, a Savicur or Deliverer. For Fofbua the Son of 
Nun, and Fefus the Son of GOD were both Deliverers ; 
the one a Temporal, the other a Spiricual Deliverer. The - 
one a Type, the other the Anti-type. For as Folbua led 
the Ifraclites into the Earthly Canaan, znto the Poffeffion of 
the Gentiles, fo Fefus leads the Spiritual, the True if- 


_rael (tor all are not Ifrael, that are Of Ifrael ) intothe Hea- 


venly Canaan, into the Pofleffion ot the Faln Angels, 

Q. Be Pleasd to Delimeate the Advantages of Content- 

A. Haprinefs is Connaturai to Man, Intimate to our 
Nature, Interwoven with our Compofure, a General 
Principle Imprinted on our Souls, an Univeral Object. 
of Defire, Infeparable from a Rational, from a Think- 
ing Being. But the Milchief ts, thac tho’ we All natu 
rally Afpire to Happineis, yet we entertain very Diftan# 
conceptions of it. Men generally Define the nature of 
Happinefs, agreeable to the Tendency of their Deprav’d 
Affe €tions. Some place ic ina Plentiful Fortune 
in an Exalted Station; and others in a Glaring Repn- 
tation, as tho’ entirely forgetiul of that Denunciation 
ot their Saviour’s, Wo to Tou, when all men freak Well of 
vou. Whereas Happinels Coniifts, neither in Fame, nor 
Grandure, nor Riches, nor any other Objeét of our Cor- 
rupt Defires, but in a Calm, a SedateContentednefs of 
Mind, under that Condition, which is become the Pre.. 
fent Lot of our Inheritance. We may therefore allufive. 
ly apply the words of. our blefled Lord, concerning Him. 
fell, to the cafe before us: Jf any Man fhail fay unto you, 
Lo, Here is Happinels, or Lo, it is Dhere, Betieve it not.’ 
For there will be always Falfe Retemblances of Happinefs 
which «ill Difplay {uch Counterfic Appearances, as will : 
Deceive, if Poffible, the moft Prudent Perions, Wherefore, 
if they hall (zy You, Behold, Happinefs is in the De- 
fert (in a Monaitick State) go not forth: Behold it jg 
in Stately Palaces, give no Heed to their Vain Del. 
fons: Or, Behold, it is in the Secret Chambers, Believe it - 
not; umilels by Secret Chambers they mean the fecret 
Chambers of the Soul, where Contentment takes up 
Refider ce. 

[Ic is ftranyely Unaccountable, that we fhou’d feek 
for Happinels Abrocd, when yet it Js to be Found at. ~ 
Home; that we fhou’d Expect it at fucha Diftance from 
ns. when yer it is to be no where met with, but Within 
(Jar feives: No where, but inan Eafy, in a Contented 
‘tind. For we may fay of Happinefs as founded on 
Contentment, that Admirable, that Ufeful Vertue, whee 
divfes lays of the Commandment, which he gave to If. 
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rael Yt is mot Hidden from thee, neither is it Far off. 
not in Heaven, that thou fhou'd ft fay, who fhall go up for us 
to Heaven and bring it unto us ? Neither is it beyond 
she Sea, that thou fhou'dit fay, who fhall go over the Sea and 
bring it untous? But it is very Nigh unto thee, in thy Soul, 
and in thine Heart. 

It is a common fubject of complaint, that all things 
here Below are Uncertain and Precarious; that Riches 
have Wings, that Pleafures are of fhort Duration, that 
Honors Fade away, that Lite it felt is no better than a 
Vapor. Here then is the Excellence of Contentment; it 
does as good as Fix the Inttability of Fortune, Settle the 
Unceerrainty of Human things, Center our Planetary 
Enjoyments, and Write Semper Eadem on the moft Flux- 
ible Affairs. What avails it, whesher we can Suit our 
Condition to our Defires, if Able to Swe our Defires 
to our Condition ? 

Contentment Difarms Misfortunes of their Sting ; 
Reconciles us to the Bitter Cup, Enlarges us in a Fri- 


fon, gives us Honor amidft Obloquy and Reproach, | 


makes us Rich in Poverrcy, and Enables us to cry out 
in the Apoitie’s Language; «as Unknown, and yet Well 
Known ; as Dying, and behold, we Live; as Sorrowful, 
and yet Always Repoycing ; as having Nothing, and yet 
Poffiffing all things. 

Contentment Banifhes the no Few Inconveniences, fo 
commonly attendant on Profperity it feif ; makesus true- 
ly fenfible of our Happinets, Difcovers the Value of 
the Bleilings, we enjoy, and thence Dilpotes us to be 
fincerely Thankful to that God, who has been pleas’d 
to make an Hedg about us. . | 

Contentment Guards us from thofe Manitculd Tempta- 
tions,.to which a Covetous, a Greedy Temper fo En- 
fnaringly Expofes us. And if we woud Fnquire, How 
Manifold thofe Temptations be, the word of Truth 
will fatisty our Enquiry ; Coveroufnels is the Root of All 
Evil: 
Property, it Entirely Satished with our Own ? What 
can Allure us to Encreafe our Store by Unwarrant- 
able Practices, 1f Thoroughly Pertuaded, that we have 
Enough already >? | 

Contentment is ouf Security from thofe Perplexing 
Difficulties, thofe Fatal Conlequences fo frequently the 
Refult or Unreftrati’d Defires. Contentment had Pro- 
tected a Greedy Craffus trom his Parthtan Overthrow. 
Contentment had Detended an Ambitious Cyrus from 
the Ignominious, but Equitable, Infults of a Victorious 
Woman. Contentment had Refcued an Haughty Hu- 
man from a Gallows of his Own Ereéting. And yet one 


woud have thought, that the Bended Knees of Officious — 


Courtiers might have perfuaded the Afin 10 Honourable 
with his Malter to Dilregard the Uncourtly Behavior of 
a Neglected Mordecai; of a Poor, Defpicable Jew, fitting 
in.the King’s Gate, Put alas! Nothing but a True Con. 
tentedneis of Mind, bur an Entire Acquiefcence in our 
Prefent State, can Curb our Unruly Paffions, can Re- 
ftrain our Ungovernable Lufts, can Bridle our Exorbi. 
tant Affections, and Prefcribe Limits to our Boundlets 
Appetites. Happy therefore, Doubly Happy is the Man, 
Happy upon a Temporal, Happy upon a Spiritual Ac. 
count, who has Wrlely learnt, in whatever State, there. 
with to be Content. 


 Q. Permit a Youth in Melancholy Strains, 
To vent the Poinamt Grief that wounds his Breafi, 
Caus'd by tl’ Intejline Feuds, and reftle(s Fars, 
Of Happy Britain’s Difcontented Sons, 

To Years Mature arriv d, Launcing Forth - 
Into a Bofk rous and Uncertain World, 
Pregnant with fatal Differcnces and Strife, 
Vartous Religions, and Difcordant Clans. 
Where Stedfalt Zeal to England’s Holy Church 
( Mojt Orthodox, with Purity Divine, 
In forreign Kealms fo jujily is revert ) 
Is branded with moft Ignominious Names. 
And he whofe Genrous and Intrepid Soul, 
Doth {corn to flatter Vice, when placd in State ; 
Or cannot conde cend poorly to footh 


What can Tempt us to Invade our Neighbour’s | 


Each Difrent aad Cause 
(Tho of Errors moit ferverfe. ) 
Is fhun'd by ali ( except the contane fem, 
The few alas! That Dare be erestly good. ) 
As tho unworthy of a Subjedl s right, 

And crujh’d by eriting Penury and want, 

G therefore Guide me forte avoid, 


That Peace aad Plenty bor by me may be enjod. 


‘Torrefinond. 


A, Letall your wavs be juvt, your Mind upright. 
Honour and Vertue Govern aid your Thougnrs, 
With Refignation ‘gaint Occuring ls; 

Thus Peace at Home yowli have a Greater Buifs, 
Than outward Acquiftions eer can Give. 
The Few (are Greatly Good ) snore Joys 
Than the Tumultucus Plestures ot che Crowd,” 
Allay’d by Alterftions, Peuds and Noife. 

We wou'd Inculcate Vertue to our Powr, 
But to add Wealth, is not within our Sphere ¢ 
That oft'neft is by Vicious ways Poflets d, 
Unworthy Our Advice, and your Reque/t. 


Q. When Warbling Tofts in foft melodious Strains, 
And tuneful Accents moft divinely Sings, 
Or when the famous Dean with skillful Hands, 
And volant Touch doth firike the trembling Strings, 


The magick Sounds cur ruffled Paffions Calm, 
And diffipase the Troubles of our Breajt, 

So your harmonious Numbers {weetly Charm 
Our wracking Anguilh, with balfamick Reft. 


Once more my ber mournful Strains affume, 
Begging you would impartially leclare, 

The means ts what much fears my doom, 

My Fricad’s Diltleafure, or a fure Defpair. 


The fair Duvcecta darling of my Breaft, 
Modeji, Chitzine, Beauiful, and Kind, 
Has all the Charms tbavy lovely in ber Sex, 
Bus fie wants; foorn of a Noble Mind, 


That thats the only caufe of my diftrefs, 
Nor dare IT openly avow my Love: 

For tho’ my Friends her ereat Deferts confefs, 
diy fordid Pelf that only they approve. 


A. Moft Gen’rous Youth, whofe Paffion’s unallay’d, 
With worldly Drots, whilft wich Untully’d Brealt, 
Thou Addiciles to the Beautious Maid, 
Vertue worthily to be caves d.) 


Your Friends Importune with the niceft Art, 
Lay open all the Suifrings of your Mind, 

The Sorrows, Griefs and Cares opprefs your Heart, 
Which, but in their Confent, no End muft find, 


Jat {ll let Duty all your Acts controul, 
And not one word elcape which may offend; 
When they oblerve the Whitenefs of your Soul, 
‘rwilltend to Crown your Wifhes in the End, 


And tho’ a while your Patience you employ, 


‘Twilladd new Pleatures to the former Store, 
And Free Accefy at lalt exalt the Joy 
Whilft Expefarzon miakes the Blejing mores 


Q. Gentlemen, are the Vertues of Sage? 
4. Sage is of an Aftrictive Faculty ; helps 
coction and dilcufles wind ; it Comforts the Headand — 
Brain, quickneth all the Sentes, elpecially the Memory, 
and frengthe.s the Sinews ; therefore cood for thole 
who are fubject to rhe Valley, and all other Atfeéts 
of the Sinews and Brain, upen a Stor Cauie, but it 

is hurttul co lean and diy Bodies. 
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